This study aimed to determine the importance of raised antibodies to Helicobacter pylon in an asymptomatic population. A total of 128 asymptomatic blood donors who were seropositive for H pylon and consented to endoscopy were investigated. These subjects were from a population of 1010 blood donors screened for antibodies to H pylori. A questionnaire was completed to determine if any subjects had complained of symptoms, and they subsequently had endoscopy. 
Helicobacter pylori causes non-autoimmune gastritis and duodenal ulcer,' and infection is considered an important risk factor for the development of gastric cancer. 23 Serological studies have shown that the prevalence of H pylori varies with age, social class, and country49 but the clinical importance of seropositivity is unclear. This study assesses the clinical, endoscopic, and histological importance of a positive ELISA IgG antibody to H pylon in asymptomatic blood donors.
Subjects and methods
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Over one year Prevalence ofpeptic ulcer in Helicobacter pylori positive blood donors :l:
--group.bmj.com on July 8, 2017 -Published by http://gut.bmj.com/ Downloaded from ulcer in only 3-8% v 1% of asymptomatic subjects, 36% of whom had H pylon. Different endoscopic criteria for duodenal ulcer, NSAID usage, or observer variation may account for some of the variation in ulcer prevalence. Similarly, in a study of Tibetan monks with a high prevalence of dyspepsia (69%) and H pylori infection (75%), Katelaris et al found a 6-6% endoscopic point prevalence for peptic ulcer. 23 Intrapopulation comparison of our data shows that duodenal ulcer is as common in H pylon patients with dyspepsia as in the asymptomatic seropositive blood donors. Moreover, the AIs were identical in all positive subjects, regardless of symptoms or endoscopic findings (Fig 3) .
A history of peptic ulcer is not an exclusion criterion for giving blood in Italy and indeed peptic ulcers were present in 
